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Our vision 
For almost 20 years, our engineers have been committed to sustainable operations – reducing waste 
related  to  IT  components,  optimizing  our  energy  consumption,  and  innovating  for  more  efficient 
cooling systems.
In addition to our frugal design principles, we believe innovations in  IT will help reduce our
environmental impact.

Our commitments

TO PURSUE THE LOGIC OF FRUGALITY 

We have our eyes open when it comes to environmental issues related to the cloud industry. This is 
why we reduce our environmental footprint at every stage of the server life-cycle. We innovate for 
greater efficiency and reduced environmental impact — optimizing datacenter construction, reusing 
industrial  buildings,  removing  air  conditioning,  recycling  components, and  extending  hardware 
lifespan.

To help support our commitments, we have brought together an ecosystem of partners and customers 
who utilize our transparent, reversible, and interoperable cloud solutions. This is key to developing an 
integrated, but sustainable cloud model. 

Our current status in 2022 
As of 2022, we monitor these five key indicators:

We deliver this commitment at a European Union level, in-line with the 
recently published Climate Neutral Datacenter Pact, initiated by CISPE. 
This pact represents key steps for cloud sustainability, but OVHcloud go 
beyond this. In Europe, we lead the way. This empowers our ecosystem, 
clients, partners, and employees.

Now, let’s check our sustainability commitments! 

Power Usage
Effectiveness

Water Usage
Effectiveness

1.28     0.26
L/kWh IT

PUE measures datacenter 
efficiency, ideal PUE = 1

Carbon Usage
Effectiveness

Renewable
Energy Factor

        0.2
CO2e/MWh

77%

CUE measure carbon intensity 
of the datacenter

WUE measures use of water
for datacenter operations

REF measures the rate of 
renewable energy in our 

datacenters

Reused
components ratio

25%

This ratio states that for
100 components, 20.9 are 

refurbished ones



Monitor our energy 
usage. Over 40% of our 
greenhouse gases 
emissions are directly 
linked to energy (Scope 
1 & scope 2) 

- Implement Power
Purchase Agreements in
Europe for high quality
renewable energy supply
- Go further than
“Guarantees of Origin” 

WHAT HOW

2
Digital

Activities

1
Energy

Management

We are digital, and our 
solutions are used in 
many different ways: 
storage, compute, 
streaming, gaming, etc. 
We need to challenge 
the environmental 
impact of these solu-
tions, and demonstrate 
the impacts to our 
customers. 

- Measure cloud products
consumption and share
them with customers.
Develop long-term
research challenges
related to digital impacts
with Inria.
- Monitor data with
accuracy (real-time 
consumption, carbon 
footprint, etc.) 

3
Sustainable

use of
resources

4
Towards

Net Zero:
Carbon capture

& biodiversity

Optimizing hardware 
equipment lifespan, as  
limited resources are 
utilized for their 
production  (energies, 
rare earths, water, etc.) 

- Encourage circular
economy amongst our
partners
- Develop a brand dedi-
cated to products 
running on refurbished
servers
- Run life cycle assessm-
ment (LCA) of one server
- Implement ambitious
supplier policy.

- 100% low carbon 
energy by 2025
- ISO 50001 (Energy 
management) certified

KEY FIGURES

- API energy
implemented
- Carbon footprint 
implementation in 
manager by 2023
- 4 years research 
partnership with Inria 
ongoing

- New brand of
refurbished servers
by mid 2022

To go further, check our 
suppliers code of conduct

Refer to our latest 
carbon balance

Our activity has little 
direct impact on 
biodiversity, but some 
impact on CO2 emissions. 
We are committed to 
having a positive impact 
on biodiversity, in 
addition to our carbon 
capture strategy.

- Map and audit risks
related to biodiversity, in
order to challenge our
suppliers in their
approach.
- Implement carbon
strategy program with
positive biodiversity
impacts.

- Carbon capture for 
incompressible emis-
sions [scope 1 + 2] by 
2025 
- Carbon capture for 
incompressible emis-
sions
[all scopes] by 2030



“Use smarter, use 
longer, use less.” We 
apply this principle to our 
industrial model,
including reused 
datacenters, refurbished 
components, and cooling 
optimizations. 

- Keep mastership of 
servers assembling 
(France & Canada) 
- Capitalize on our 
already high recycling
& repair rate 
- Work with partners for 
end-of-life sustainable 
valorization
- Increase average age of 
our refurbished servers 

WHAT HOW

6
Waste

Management

5
Industrial
Ecodesign

Thanks to our integrated 
industrial model, we 
already have an accurate 
overview of direct waste 
we generate : packaging, 
freight, employees waste, 
IT components.

- Engage discussions with 
suppliers 
- Monitor use of freight 
- Deploy “Sustainable 
workplace” with help of 
our employees 
- Find partners for waste 
reuse opportunities

- 4,5 years old: average 
age of OVHcloud's server 
- 45% of servers are
made out of reused 
components 
- 24/33 datacenters
are reused industrial 
buildings 

KEY FIGURES

- 0% waste to landfill
by 2025 :
At constant geographic 
scope
On waste from 
OVHcloud processes
- 100% used components 
are valorized through 
brokers or recycling 
industry

Conclusion 
As a global infrastructure provider, we build our own servers, build our datacenters, and maintain 
strong, long-term relationships with  our suppliers, as well as the leading technology companies. This 
helps ensure we optimize our industrialization and manage our environmental impact every step of 
the way. Our legacy is to think differently, act differently and change the status  quo. Our  engineers  
strive  towards developing the next evolution of the cloud. At OVHcloud, our goal is to liberate the  
cloud, so it's not only accessible and affordable, but also frugal and low carbon. 

In addition, we believe that IT is part of the solution for global environmental challenges we are 
facing, and we, as a cloud provider,have a responsibility, as a cloud provider, to lead the way to more 
efficient technologies.

We want the commitments we are making today to have a positive impact on society. Together, we 
achieve more. Our ecosystem works best as a whole. By sharing clear and transparent information, 
we want to empower our ecosystem to do just that.


